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The role of Imam Ghazali in the renaissance of Muslim thought
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ABSTRACT

Abu Hamid Al-Ghazali (450 », 1058 A.C) known as “Algazel” in the

West is one of the most eminent thinker of Islam, writings of Imam
Ghazali influenced such great Muslims scholars like Maulana Room,
Shaykh-ul-Ishrag and Shah Wali Ullah. They have reflected the rational
ideas of Ghazali in their even the eminent Persian poet like Attar,
Roomi, Saadi, Hafiz and Iraqi. He tried to reconcile the texts of Islam
with the teaching of prevailing philosophy and science. Not only
Muslims but also Western philosophers were influenced by the ethical
philosophy of Imam Ghazali. Western philosophers translated his books
in English, French and Latin languages. Alfred Guilloume says: “The
Christian West became acquainted with Aristotle by way of Avicenna,
Al-Farabi and Alghazel.” His masterpiece “lIhay-ul-Uloom” was widely
read by Muslims, Jews and Christians and influenced Thomas Acquinas
and even Blaise Pascal. Ghazali, undoubtedly is one of the greatest
thinkers of Islam who has immensely contributed to cultivate the social,
political, ethical and metaphysical outlook of Islam. Alfred
Guilloueme, “Philosophy and Theology,” the legacy of Islam, edited by
Thomas Arnold and Alfred Guillaume, London: Oxford University
Press, 1931.
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